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Fall of 2006 In Review

As the trend continues to indicate, interest in Greek Life is deteriorating nationwide.  As a result, chapters are facing lower and lower numbers in their recruitment efforts; your alma mater, the University of North Dakota, is no different.  Last spring, this fact was highlighted by the closure of the Alpha Tau Omega Fraternity and the Tri Delta Sorority.  In defiance of this particular quandary, I tried not to kid myself about what needed to be done when I was elected as the Rush Chairman late last spring.  

I tried to hit the ground running as soon as finals were over, as I knew right from the start, it would be a cold day in hell before this became the fate of our Fraternity.  Furthermore, I would be damned to let the Sigma Chi’s, or anyone else for that matter, come out on top of the Purple n’ the Gold.  With that being said, I did not delay in the planning and coordinating efforts needed to create this fall’s schedule of events to attract those individuals that we desired to draw for the semester.

With the help of Brian Marty, the current EA, and Mike Carik, the former house manager (current EDA) emphasizing the importance of an early return, we were able to get everyone moved back into the chapter house almost a week early.  In addition, the assertive actions taken by Mike Carik propelled the active members to transform the chapter house into show-worthy condition.  After this transformation, the actives were poised to begin their recruitment activities.  At this point, there is no doubt that we were ahead of the game compared to the rest of the Greek Community.

The events that were hosted at and outside of the chapter house all proved to be enjoyable for both the actives and recruits alike.  A few of the notable Rush events that we held this fall were as follows:

· Tubing trip taken to Red Lake Falls.
· Hawaiian Luau themed function with a pig roast and real coconuts for drink cups.
· Monday Night Football with a variety of hors d’oeuvres.
· Buffalo Wild Wings catering and card tournament.
· Dinner outing at Mike’s Pizza.
· Tailgating at the first UND football game. 

· Live band, The Profits, performance at the chapter house.
Through our efforts we were able to attract 25 pledges and retained them for a number of weeks after the Rush process.  The group that we generated was quite diverse.  This included individuals from a variety of different states, majors, and interests.  Speaking in terms of numbers we blew away the rest of the Greek community.  The average number of pledges that other fraternities managed to maintain was about 14.  Furthermore, Sigma Alpha Epsilon proved to be one of the few groups on campus that held a successful rush without incurring any infractions from the police or the university.  Many other groups on campus received noise violations from the police and alcohol infringements from the university; we however, did not obtain any sort of infractions. 

In addition, Brian Marty noted in his report to me that “relations with the University have never been as good as they are right now; no bull.”  Currently, Brian is serving as a representative on the Greek Life Task Force, the Presidents Roundtable, and has also participated in many meetings with the university administrators.  During his term as Eminent Archon, Brian has helped to ensure that the ritual of the fraternity is maintained and administered correctly.  Currently, we also have one member, Oliver Burr, who is serving as the IFC Secretary Treasurer.  Additionally, we have also had other various individuals involved with a mixture of activities that have helped to improve university relations.

In spite of the success we had with this falls pledge class, the numbers started to deteriorate a few weeks after the rush process was concluded.  Some of the losses were due to poor grade performances and the absence of parental consent.  A couple others were dismissed due to a change in character.  The sum of these issues amounted to a pledge class total of 17, which was still the largest on campus.   

This fall, NDAL has given out scholarships, totaling $7,800, to several individuals.  This is comprised of three different types of scholarships.  The first is the Sullivan Scholarship, which totaled $6,000, and was divided among nine individuals who are currently maintaining a cumulative GPA of a 3.0 or higher.  The second was the Ebner Scholarship, which was awarded to those individuals who currently maintain the top 3 highest GPAs within the fraternity.  Each of those individuals was awarded with $500.  The last of these awards was a $300 scholarship given to the individual with the most improved academic performance.  
Thus far this fall, NDAL has held two philanthropy events.  The first event was held on Halloween at the YMCA.  At the YMCA, the chapter put on a variety of different games that children of all ages could participate in with the chance to win candy.  In addition, we also held a game feed with Ducks Unlimited, where DU helped the chapter organize a dinner event to raise money.  These events were set up and organized by Ben Olofson, our past community service chair.  Both of these events proved to be very worthwhile for the chapter.  On top of this, we also put forth our best efforts to help out the sororities on campus who needed our assistance in their own fundraisers.      

Recently, on November 4th, North Dakota Alpha hosted the 32nd Annual Province Tau Leadership School.  This was the first chance that NDAL has had to show off its chapter house in several years.  Fortunately, the final touches on the remodeling of the library were completed just prior to the event.  (Thanks to Dayton Kornkven and his crew.)  Many of the province officials made comments on how nice the chapter house looked.  Special thanks must go out to Mike Carik, who was instrumental in making sure that our house was in its best condition.  The overall attendance bordered around 175 delegates, with all 12 chapters present.  The officials also commented on how well the chapter had organized all of the events so that everything would run smoothly.  For all of the hard work that went into its organization we must thank Tim Paul, Brian Marty, and Oliver Burr.  

Finally, North Dakota Alpha is proud to announce that there were six seniors who graduated this past December.  In recognition of their hard work, NDAL held the Graduation Ritual Ceremony in their honor on Sunday December 10th.  The graduates were Raymond Lefebvre, Robert Brellenthin, Jacob Greener, Nicholas Turman, Thomas Sweeney, and Matthew Dyer.  

Lastly, one more special thanks must go out to Nick Finnesgard (spring of 2006 graduate) who, as of November 20th 2006, became our new chapter advisor.  We are especially grateful to him because we all know that even before he took on the position he already had a full plate of activities.  We were happy that he could make the time to take on the extra responsibility with his already busy schedule.  We look forward to working with Nick to further build on the quality of our chapter.  
Chapter News Brief
· This past summer, the first annual NDAL Golf Classic was held on June 17th at the Mississippi Dunes Golf Club in Cottage Grove, MN.  Despite a few minor glitches the outing went off without a hitch and was a resounding success.  Participants had a great day on the course, but the best times were had after the round at the luncheon.  Fortunately, the majority of the 30 attendees were able to stay and enjoy the conversation, as many stories (some repeatable and some not) about our beloved chapter were shared.  Old friendships were renewed and new bonds were formed between alumni and actives, which alone made the planning of this event well worth our time!  We would love to see our attendance numbers double, so mark your calendars for June 16th, 2007 at the Mississippi Dunes Golf Club. Tee offs will begin at 10 a.m. on Saturday morning.  We look forward to seeing everyone there. Please RSVP ndalgolf@hotmail.com.  If you have any questions about this event please contact AJ Erickson at (701) 866 – 5938 or e-mail him at rayjay621270@msn.com  

· Recently, through the sole work of one alumnus, NDAL was bestowed a gift through no request.  This gift came through one person’s substantial efforts.  Furthermore, it should prove to accrue over time and become even more beneficial to the chapter’s future leaders.  What is it?  It is a Trust Fund that was set up by Brother Ted Margarit, a previous Eminent Archon and 2004 graduate.  The investments that have accumulated in this fund came from those individuals who were delinquent in their payments to the fraternity.  Without the efforts of Ted these funds would never have been received.  Mostly these were the overdue bills of a few “Brother Zero’s” who did not properly discharge their bills like gentleman.  The overall sum of this fund has come from mostly those individuals, but some has come from what the house put away for safe keeping.  As of right now the total amount of the fund stands at about $ 12,500 and should continue to grow in the future.  The money has been invested into 30, 60, and 90 day certificates of deposit.  The purpose of the fund will be multifaceted; however, its main function will be to provide short-term loans to the Fraternity for important investments that can be paid back quickly and in case of emergencies.  For example, recently the fund used to make a loan to the chapter to buy a new refrigerator because the old one was in need of replacement.  

· Last summer the John O. Moseley Leadership School was held on a cruise ship that boarded in Tampa Bay Florida and left on a five day cruise to Cozumel, Mexico.  In attendance were some 500+ delegates that came from all over the country.  NDAL sent three delegates there this past summer.  They were Tim Paul, Ben McLean, and Ray Lefebvre.  When asked about his experience in the John O. Moseley Leadership School, Ray said, “Participating in the 71st Leadership School was something I will never forget.  This was an unbelievable learning experience that made me extremely proud to be part of an organization that will invest so much in its members.”
Important Excerpts out of the Record-

· “The men of North Dakota Alpha hosted a reception following inductions into the North Dakota Entrepreneur Hall of Fame.  Marilyn Whitney, co-founder of Gaymar Industries, was selected as a 2005 inductee into the Hall.  Her husband, John Whitney (’50), died in a plane crash in Idaho in 1998 during a business trip.  Their company specialized first in welded plastic products, then in health-care products.  Brothers from North Dakota Alpha honored his memory by hosting the reception to support the Whitneys’ accomplishments during their life together.  The men greeted Marilyn with flowers and a composite photograph.”  

· Curt Stofferhan, an alumnus of NDAL who is currently working as a faculty member at our University, recently donated $ 1,000 to become one of the Founder Members nationally within the Fraternity.

· Fall 2005 Province Tau Leadership School was held by Iowa Sigma in Indianola, Iowa.  In attendance was the entire fall pledge class of 2005 and many other brothers from North Dakota Alpha.  There, we initiated that entire pledge class, which made for a meaningful and unique experience for that new class.     
Calendar Event List-

3/24/07

Founders Day will be held this year at the Hilton Garden Inn
4/25-4/26/07

Paddy Murphy 

6/16/07

Second Annual NDAL Golf Tournament 

If you haven’t already done so, please take the time to look at our website: www.saeund.org.  There you will be able to register your e-mail address with us and view updated information of brothers from many NDAL eras.  Your registration on this site will allow us to better facilitate the channeling of information to you at different points throughout the year.    
Thank you, and we wish all of you the best.
In the Bonds,

The undergraduate chapter of North Dakota Alpha of Sigma Alpha Epsilon

