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Brothers of Sigma Alpha Epsilon,


The members of the North Dakota Alpha Chapter hope that each of you have enjoyed the previous and first, in what will be a continuing tradition, of The Rising, the newsletter mailing of our chapter.


The fall of 2006 and spring of 2007 was quite eventful, as no doubt each semester is.  The North Dakota Alpha Chapter held a successful Rush, enjoyed the throes of Paddy Murphy, the election of new officers and finally the graduation of beloved members at the end of May 2007.  The spring semester brought about change, experience and another year of growing older.


SAE held several fun and memorable Rush events at the start of the spring, but consistent with other Spring Rushes, the chapter only managed to recruit three gentlemen.  Unfortunately, due the low number of pledges, each of them was asked to return in the fall to join the ranks of brothers.  Each pledge agreed and they are now active members.


In April, Sigma Alpha Epsilon held its biannual philanthropic event, Paddy Murphy.  The affair was a tremendous success; each of the University of North Dakota’s six sororities took part.  It was quite competitive with each of the representative ladies have to contend in several categories:  a volleyball tournament, a nightgown exhibition, and a best dessert contest.  All of the ladies participated with vigor and enthusiasm, but in the end, Amanda Gill of Alpha Chi Omega was crowned the individual winner and the ladies if Gamma Phi Beta were declared the “Best Overall House.”  Ultimately, the event was spectacular and Sigma Alpha Epsilon was able to donate $1000.00 to the Children’s Miracle Network.


Following, the events of Paddy Murphy, SAE continued their volunteerism by participating in the University of North Dakota’s Relay for Life.  This all-night walk-a-thon against cancer went exceptionally well, until inclement weather forced it to a rather abrupt conclusion.  But, for the few hours of cooperation rendered by Mother Nature, the men of Sigma Alpha Epsilon contributed to the fullest extent of their ability and we look forward to next year’s Relay for Life.


Finally, the semester came to a close with the graduation of past Eminent Archon Brian Marty and former Eminent Treasurer, Mr. Kevin Engelstad.  Sigma Alpha Epsilon conducted the appropriate graduation ritual under the guidance of our newly elected Eminent Archon Ryan Nilson.  Brother EA, Ryan Nilson, was installed in a ritual just prior to the graduation ritual.  Shortly thereafter, the spring semester came to a close and several members departed for their homes for the next three months.


However, several brothers chose to remain in Grand Forks, either to attend the schedule of summer courses or to pursue employment.  The Chapter House remained open during the months of May, June, July and August to accommodate those 10 members.  Several of these gentlemen sincerely lamented an end to their summer at SAE.


During this time the chapter house itself underwent several renovations at the hands of four members: Tim Paul, Dan Tienter, Sam Schimmelpfennig and Marcus Starr.  During the three months of sweltering weather these brothers repaired numerous holes found in the interior wall, the painting of the interior and exterior as well as the planting of foliage, mainly Ivy.  The leadership of the University of North Dakota, including the Vice President of Student Outreach Services, Dr. Bob Boyd, remarked upon the improvements of chapter property.  He called for all other houses to follow suit.

As the chapter house was undergoing improvements, four brothers of North Dakota Alpha:  Karl Larson, Mike Flis, Jake Ellering and Alex Anderson, attended the 72nd Annual Sigma Alpha Epsilon Leadership School situated on a cruise-liner charter out of Miami, Florida by the National Fraternity.  Each of the attendees commented on their experience as positive and meaningful.


Meanwhile, in Washington D.C., Sigma Alpha Epsilon held the 151st Anniversary Convention to dictate the governance for the Fraternity for the next biennium.  Dan Tienter served as North Dakota Alpha’s Delegate as the designee of the Eminent Archon.  This particular convention operated in record time having successfully passed an increase in Fraternity Dues to offset the failings of Sigma Alpha Epsilons’ National Budget with little resistance compared to previous conventions.


In all respects, the spring and summer semesters were quite exciting, if not hectic and set the tone entering the fall 2007 and spring 2008 semester.
*
*
*


The return of brothers to the chapter house for the fall 2007 chapter was an exciting time for everyone. The house welcomed twelve new actives initiated in the fall 2006, which brought total occupancy to 26 members. The kickoff event for the house was the second annual tubing trip to Red Lake Falls, MN. The weather did not cooperate as well as we would have liked it too, but with the company of several other Greek Houses, everybody had a great time. This trip has become a popular event at North Dakota Alpha and will hopefully continue for years to come.

Fall Rush 2007 was held September 4th-7th. The chapter scheduled events including: Buffalo Wild Wings catered to the house, All-You-Can-Eat Ribs from Italian Moon, Volleyball games on the house court, Pizza Party at Mike’s Pizza in East Grand Forks, Bowling at Liberty Lanes in East Grand Forks, Boot Hockey on the Main Rink of Ralph Engelstad Arena, and finally a softball game and BBQ at University Park.

The North Dakota Alpha Chapter also attended Province Tau Leadership School in November of 2007. In all, twelve members from the chapter attended this event which was held the Nebraska Iota Chapter in Omaha, NE. This event is the oldest in the realm of Sigma Alpha Epsilon.


The Men of North Dakota Alpha also participated in several community service activities in the fall. These activities included: the annual Children’s Halloween Carnival held at the local YMCA, the pumpkin patch at Zion Methodist Church in Grand Forks, along with helping out at local animal shelters, and the YMCA’s Big Brother Program. The people hosting these events were very thankful for the help SAE offered. 
The fall of 2007 was not the most enjoyable for SAE. The Chapter was involved in numerous allegations brought upon them by the Office of the Dean of Students. The result of this was several sanctions imposed by the Associate Dean of Students Dr. Cara Goodin. The sanctions were appealed by the chapter and the decision was sent to the Vice President of Student and Outreach Services, Dr. Bob Boyd. The process was long and strenuous. Thanks to the cooperation of the entire chapter and help from several alumni, including Ted Margarit, Rick Carik, and members of the Housing Corporation, the sanctions were overturned upon appeal. 
However, Dr. Boyd did expect the chapter to revise all social responsibility and risk management programs. He also wanted invitations sent to Jim Murphy, Staff Counselor at UND, and Lisa Burger, Director of the Student Success Center, to meet with the chapter during formal meeting.  Currently, the chapter is striving to uphold these requests.  Gradually, the chapter is returning to normal.

The spring 2008 semester brought about the election of new officers.  Marcus Starr was elected the new Eminent Deputy Archon for the upcoming calendar year; several other members were elected to lesser positions.  Additionally, North Dakota Alpha is also happy to have our newly appointed Chapter Advisor, Justin Schiele, who accepted the position in the final days of the fall 2007 semester. These newly elected officers are enthusiastic about their new positions and will do great things for SAE during their tenure.


Spring 2008 Rush was held from January 27th through February 3rd. Events included: a trip to Buffalo Wild Wings to watch the Minnesota Wild Hockey Team take on the Anaheim Ducks, the famous trip to Mike’s Pizza for their excellent pizza, and the house also rented a 70 inch television for the week to watch the Sioux Hockey Team play the Minnesota Gophers, and finally the SAE Superbowl Party held on February 3rd. During this time six invitations to join were handed out and all have currently accepted. North Dakota Alpha is still in the process of recruiting more members for the spring 2007 semester to carry on the tradition of Sigma Alpha Epsilon.

The North Dakota Alpha Chapter would also like to remind alumni of the 85th annual Founder’s Day event to be held April 19, 2008 at the Hilton Garden Inn in Grand Forks, ND. The Third Annual Golf Tournament is currently being scheduled. The tentative date is for June 2008. More information on this event will be available soon. We hope to see everybody at these events.


The Gentlemen of the North Dakota Alpha Chapter of Sigma Alpha Epsilon wish you health, happiness and many more years of receiving this newsletter.

Phi Alpha,

The Men of the North Dakota Alpha Chapter of Sigma Alpha Epsilon

